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Communication and Language

Being able to speak clearly and process speech sounds, to understand others, to express ideas and
interact with others are fundamental building blocks for a child’s development.

Speech and language skills underpin many other areas of children’s development and provides a
strong foundation for other areas of learning, such as reading and writing and enabling access to the
whole curriculum. We provide children opportunities to experience a rich language environment,
develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves and speak and listen in a range of
situations. The children love stories, rhymes and singing. During frequent storytelling sessions the
children develop listening and communication skills, improve their concentration and memory, bring
experiences alive, make sense of the world, create a sense of wonder and help sequence events.

We use Makaton signs, symbols and speech to help children and adults communicate and to aid
spoken language. These are used in conjunction with one another to support children who have no
speech or those whose speech is unclear. Makaton helps children to improve their communication
skills and makes sure their opinions are expressed. It also encourages children to develop their
language skills by putting words together.

Here a just a few of the activity’s children access regularly to support their communication and
language.

Areas of learning covered during Expressive Art & Design: Communication & Language; Personal,
Social and Emotional; Physical, Mathematics, Literacy, Understanding the World, Expressive Art and
Design.




